IS    POLAND    LOST?

the calculated cunning with which the women
outwitted the Russians in dangerous moments.

Hedwig Makowska, a young girl, one day
learned that police spies had been observed near
the house in which her friend and fellow member
Helen Strzelecka was living; there was a quantity
of explosives hidden in Helen's fourth floor flat.
Hedwig went in search of her friend and together
they hastened to the latter's flat. In the doorway,
in the caretaker's cage, they saw a man studying
the list of the inhabitants of the building, while
another man stood watch. The two girls ran up
to Helen's flat and hurriedly collecting the
explosives descended the stairs, chatting and
laughing. On the first floor they met a group of
Russian gendarmes who were on their way up
to the flat. They politely stood aside to let the two
young ladies pass.

Another interesting incident demonstrates the
cool courage and presence of mind of the Polish
amazons. The * Urania*, a Polish institute of
popular education, was being searched by Russian
police. The searchers were in the inner rooms,
while the girls on duty in the outer office sat
motionless at their desks, under strict guard.
The desk of one girl was laden with prohibited
pamphlets which the searchers would have been
sure to discover later. Fortunately, someone came
in and asked for a copy of a certain picture for
reproduction purposes. The young lady in question
obtained permission to get it from another room,
which had already been searched* Picking up a
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